Highland Environment Forum newsletter


9 February 2023

Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
As ever, it's a mixed bag of concerning and inspiring items this week - and there's some great job opportunities - including a paid internship with peatland restoration experts Angus Davidson Ltd and  8 new NatureScot operations officer posts in 'National Operations North'.
Funding
· Scottish Government Nature Restoration Fund for projects tackling nature loss and climate change - £25k to £250k. Closing date 6 March. 
News
· Scotland's ancient Caledonian pinewoods could vanish - Trees for Life study
· Fears bottle return scheme will not be ready by August deadline
· New post to coordinate rainforest action
· Somerset student to take electric powerboat around UK
Strategy
· Wild salmon strategy: implementation plan 2023 to 2028
Blogs
· John Muir Trust Assynt deer dispute: The myths and the facts
· Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust Why are resident woodcock numbers falling?
· From Hill to Grill with the Cairngorms National Park Junior Rangers
· Looking back on two seasons of improving habitat for capercaillie
Video
· High Nature Value Farmland- the key to a nature-rich future in Scotland? I can recommend this seminar - very interesting learning from people who are practically involved. 

· Climate change: what is ocean acidification?  (thanks to Mike Kendall for sharing)
Research
· Want a stronger biodegradable plastic? Add a ‘pinch’ of cream of tartar
· Farming more seaweed for food, feed and fuel
Volunteer
· 11 Feb @ 13.00 - 16.00 with High Life Highland ranger Marcia Rae Dingwall Community Clear Up 

· 25 Feb @ 10.30 - 13.00 with Highlife Highland Ranger Paul Castle, St John's Pool, Caithness. Mixed tasks. Over 18yrs only. Poster attached 

· Scottish Wildlife Trust Handa Long Term Volunteers (assistant -ranger, skua monitoring, seabird monitoring)
· Scottish Wildlife Trust North Reserves Volunteer Assistant
· Litter picking for APRS to gather litter data, pre and post the Deposit Return launch on 16th August 2023 contact Joanna on education@aprs.scot to take part.
· Volunteer Cairngorms - lots of opportunities, including for capercaillie conservation
Opportunities
· Successful NatureScot river restoration scheme for graduates  

· Cairngorms National Park board members and convenor. Closing date 15 February 

· NatureScot Chair of the Board. Closing date 5 March
Jobs
· RSPB Wildlife Fundraiser x2 - RSPB Loch Garten. Contract Mar to Sept. Closing date 12 February
· RSPB Senior Conservation Scientist. Flexible in the UK. Closing date 13 February 

· NatureScot  Wetland Ecology Adviser. Closing date 14 February 

· Angus Davidson Ltd - Peatland and Data Management Graduate - Closing date 17/02/23
· Kyle of Sutherland Fisheries Senior Biologist/Deputy Director Vacancy. Closing date 17 Feb
· NatureScot Species on the Edge People Engagement Officer. 4-year contract. Closing date 20 Feb 

· NatureScot Operations Officer, Nature and Climate Change. 6 posts - full and part-time. Closing date 20 Feb 

· NatureScot Operations Officer, Nature and Climate Change. 1 post - Argyll. Closing date 20 Feb
· NatureScot Operations Officer, Strategic Projects and Partnership. 1 post - North Highland Closing date 20 Feb
· RSPB Scotland Head of Marine Policy. Closing date 26 Feb
Events
February
· 16 Feb @ 19.30 - 21.00 Scottish WIldlife Trust The wildlife and natural history of the Inverewe Estate (online) 

· 16 Feb at 19.45 - 20.45 : Peileag: the small but mighty harbour porpoise. Dr Texa Sim, CAOLAS. (online)

· 18 February @ 10.00 - 14.00, Extinction Rebellion, climate activism and planning for a peaceful multi-day demonstration  in London in April  Spectrum Centre, Inverness 

· 20 Feb 15.00 - 16.30 SCCAN Networking & Skillshare meetup: Talking About Stories with Impact! online 

· 21 Feb  @ 11.00 - 14.00 Highland Ranger Guided walk to the Bone Caves, Inchnadamph

· 22 Feb @ 12.30 - 14.00 Soil Association Reducing Inputs: Integrated Pest Management (Webinar) 

· 28 Feb @ 19.00 - 20.00  High Life Highland The Boreal Forest - rescheduled Winter Talk 

· 28 Feb @ 19.45 - 20.45  The Basking Shark in Scotland- from hunting to conservation icon. Colin Speedie, basking shark expert. 

February and March - Bushcraft skills (Inverness) with Nature4Health and Nature walks from Nairn
March
· 9 March, 10 - 14.00 Black Isle Brewery Planning your Vegetable Garden 

· 11 and 12 March 09.30 - 16.00 Black Isle Brewery Dry-stone dyking with Brian Wilson 

· 13 March 2023:  10 - 12.30 Nature Restoration Jobs and Skills Online Conference  

· 22 March @ 13.30 - 15.30 High Life Highland Ranger Lichen Safari at Ledmore and Migdale  

· 28 March @ 19.00 Skye and Lochalsh Environment Forum Members' evening. Contact info@slef.org.uk to get a zoom link.

With regards,
Caroline.
Caroline Vawdrey   (1.5 days per week)   T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
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